Impact of donor-transmitted coronary atherosclerosis.
Because of the shortage of donor hearts, the criteria of an acceptable organ have been extended considerably over the past few years. This has increased the probability of the transmission of atherosclerotic lesions by means of transplantation. This study evaluated the extent to which pre-existing coronary atherosclerosis boosts the cumulative injury caused by brain death, ischemia, and reperfusion, and thus additionally impairs the outcome of transplantation.